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COVID-19 Vaccine Finder

COVID vaccination appointments for pharmacies in Colorado
streamlined into one link!

LOCATE HERE

Head Start Registration
Will your child be ready for Kindergarten? Head Start oﬀers
Pre-School at NO COST to families!

News You Can Use - The Adult
Corner
Does my Son or Daughter need a Guardian? Part I
When a child with an intellectual and/or developmental disability reaches
the age of 18 there are often questions about whether they need a
guardian. Parents may hear this from teachers, the family doctor or other

interested parties and is a question that requires careful thought. As a
parent, questions to ask yourself are:
Does my child already make decisions in their day-to-day life? If so, what
kind and how often?
What kind of decisions do they seek my help?
How do they communicate their wishes? (Verbally, in writing, with
pictures, with technology, with hand gestures, etc.)
The capacity to make decisions is assumed and must be proven before
guardianship is granted by a judge. You know your child best but before
considering guardianship it is important to know there is a spectrum of
options when it comes to supporting your son or daughter in making
choices. It runs the range from being independent, to occasional support
with some decisions (for example medical or ﬁnancial) or a more
restrictive method, like guardianship.
One of the options gaining recognition in Colorado is supported decision
making. This is another tool that allows people with disabilities to keep
their decision-making capacity by choosing supporters to help them
make choices. It is recognized in all ﬁfty states and last year Colorado
passed a law that requires supported decision making be considered as
an option if an emergency guardianship is requested.
In the next part of this newsletter series where we explore whether your
son or daughter needs a guardian, we will discuss the wide range of
options so stay tuned or click on the link:
www.supporteddecisionmaking.org

Coming Soon! Ask-the Doctor!
Starting in March, The Arc of Adams County will be oﬀering a
quarterly virtual meeting with a Behavioral Specialist.
Families and Professionals are encouraged to participate and
bring questions. Look for more information to arrive soon!

REGISTER HERE

AIR Play Group for Children ages
3-9 in City of Thornton

Free Future Planning Resources in
Spanish
These resources cover a variety of topics related to decisionmaking and ﬁnancial planning, including:
Supports available to help people with IDD make
decisions

Preparing for unexpected changes in a person’s ability to
make decisions
Common myths about guardianship and people with IDD
Tips on how to save money for the future
Resources to consider when creating a ﬁnancial plan
When to use a Special Needs Trust or ABLE Account

RECURSOS AQUÍ

What are Social Security
Representative Payees?
Millions of people get monthly Social Security beneﬁts or
Supplemental Security Income payments. Some need help managing
their money. When SSA receives information that indicates you need
help, a representative payee will be assigned to manage your
beneﬁts. Try to select someone who knows you and wants to help
you. A representative payee receives your monthly beneﬁt payment
on your behalf and must use the money to pay for your current
needs, including:
· Housing and utilities
· Food
· Medical and dental expenses
· Personal care items
· Clothing
· Rehabilitation expenses (if you’re disabled)
If you need help managing your beneﬁts, tell a Social Security
representative that there is someone you want to be your
representative payee. They should be someone you trust and see
often, and who clearly understands your needs. Social service
agencies, nursing homes, or other organizations are also qualiﬁed to
be your representative payee. Ask them to contact us. You can write
to us within 60 days of being assigned a representative payee if you

don’t agree that you need one or if you want a diﬀerent
representative payee

MORE INFO HERE

St. Patrick's Day Activities!
Click on pictures for links to activities.

Paper Plate
Rainbow

St. Patrick's Day
Rice Krispie
Treats

4-Leaf Clover
Sun Catcher

WE NEED YOU!!!
Please become a member of The Arc of Adams County or donate to
the cause! Help us help more individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I/DD).
Thank you!
Member/Donation Info

Follow us on Facebook!

Our Mission
Since 1962 the mission of The
Arc of Adams County is to
protect, preserve and promote
the human and civil rights of
people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and
actively support their full
inclusion and participation in the
community throughout their
lifetimes.
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